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We Iijr before our rulers a letter from Governor Wine
iu answer to the Interrogatories propounded by us some

days since. It is a manly, open, and fearless exposition
of bis views upon the questions which have occupied publicalt ition for some time past He presents, in strong
and forcible hiugmqfe, the course of the incipient oppositionwhich was brewing against Mr. Buchanan's administrationui ilu: time we endeavor* i to checkiuate its move.

He (ris es a vicar exposition of the history of the rise and

progress of the opposition before Governor Walker waa

appointed. He points out bow Mr. Hunter became suspectedof affiliation witli this opposition. He examines
benutor Hunter's letter and gives to it a somewhat differentconstruction from that placed upon it by us, showing
that, by hoping and expectlug to suppoi t the administration,he, in effect, hopes and expects not to support tire

opposition, and says that, if this is Mr. Hunter's meaning,
he has no opposition to make to him. We, too, join the

governor in this view, and, ifhe is correct iu hisconatructiou,at once withdraw any objection which might have
been raised to Mr. Hunter's course upon a different constructionof his letter, and unite with his friends in sustaining

his re-election. The governor presents iris views

of Governor Walker's conduct, and gives his opinion
Opon<the question whether the constitution of Kansas
should bo submitted to the people for ratification or rejection.His letter speoke for itself and will be read by all.

> It is uuedlosn, therefore, for us to call further attention to
it.

# ^

Lkttu mo.u Govulnok Wixs.

Iu iht MiU/ri of tht En^uirtr :

riviimo.ni), va., nov. 10, 1867.

|OwcruMtx: You have seen proper to interrogate lue,
i through the "Enquirer," as to the position I occupy
f touching the i-iection of a senator of tire United States

j mid believing that they are in good faith, fair and not unj
friendly, I promptly reply to your questions as publicly as

' thev are put.
Kor more than twelve months rumors have been circulatedthat it was my desire and design to oust Mr. Hunter,if I could, from bis seat in the Senate of the I'uited

States ; end my name in tlint connexion h«;i been bandied
about in conversation and by the press, with a license
which assumed the air of authority. By whom, with
what motive, to what end, these rumors were 8tarted, it
is not ray purpose now to discuss. My object is to allay
excitement au<l prevent mvjsion in the democratic ]tarty
of Virginia ; and, to that end, I aver that these rumors are

unauthorized by anything said or done by mo: that they
nre without foundation, and I defy the production ofthe
proof or evidence that I have ever expressed or manifestedthe imputed desire ur <k«ign.

After my arduous struggle in 1855 for the salvation of
the democratic party, I fondly hoped to have the sympathyand support of all its sections in Virginia, and to be
able to act with all in "equal confidence, uml to serve

ail in the office I now fill. J regret to say that in this
I was disappointed. A short time only elapsed after
entering upon my duties before a jealousy and a distrustwere seen where I most expected confidence and
friendly aid and counsel. I did my best, by turning away
from this, to avert both its cause and its effect but, inopportunelyfor harmony, the contest for the nomination
for the piesidency came on early in 1856, and my preferencefor Mr. Buclmnau, entertained for many years, was

again made known. I adhered to iiis nomination for
reasons which now must lie too obvious to every candid
and conservative jwitriot and democrat to need either nr.!gument or excuse. No other nominee of the party could
probably luvvc been elected. There was not one of his

j competitors for whom I would not cheerfully have voted.
1 had. in fkrt. nidnl. nmontr other friends of Mr. Bu-

Ichanait in 1852, in nominating Mr. l'ierco, ami in
1855 had intimated my approval of other candidates.
But leaving, for iris eminent abilities aud services,
pre(V ned air. Buciiauau in 1344, 1348, and 1852, nnd
deeming liint the only available candidate in 1856, I
eo-ojwrated r.ealously with iiis friends in securing for
liis nomination the vote of Virginia. But no ell'ort
was made, uo resort had to nuy means, to secure this,
which could justly be complained of by his rivals and

. their friends, lit had, without clTort, comparatively,
t wo-thirds of the delegation of Virginia at Cincinnati, unci
that majority did not fully represent tiie constituencies
which preferred him. And notwithstanding tire attempts

r of those opposed to ills nomination to destroy the prestige
of Virginia by attempting to split her delegation in the
convention, and, in fact, to flullify a majority by a minority,by dividing her districts as well as the 8tote, and
to count tiie Old Dominion naught in the nomination, her
delegation stoo<yirm as it hnd done in Baltimore in 1852,
when thirty-four successive ballots were cast for James
Buchanan, aud the vote of Virginia decided the conventionin his favor. The election proved how pre-eminently
jiopular he was in tills ''good old Commonwealth." Thirtythousand majority proclaimed him the choice of Virginiaby far more than two-thirds, if not four-fifths, of
the democratic voters. A majority of the }mli/idnn* in
place preferred others, but the people preferred hiin by an

overwhelming, almost unanimous voice.
Tim election was marked by extraordinary manifestaiiAnuTi.n /vmfnuf TV«»C u-tli-nipn Rn«riiWiMBU nilmirn nv

ITIJK FOREIQK INFLUENCE Of OlJ> EHULAXD AXD CANADA, OPlratlngIN THE TORSI Of bLACK-RSPCBLICANTS* UPON NEW
Yobk and the New England States, and upon the lake
borders or other states, should invade us further

South, or our own nationalism Of democracy should
DRIVE IT BACK FURTHER NoRTH.

Pennsylvania decided timt issue ; but for a time it was
extremely doubtful: Aud in the midst of that doubt
there was heard a low muttering in the South of a subo'tuxi,but sullen discontent among mine /ere of those u-lio voted even

for Mr. BvcJui-iqii's election. The feeling, grumbled rather
than openly expressed by them, was of a hope that the
black flag might be mined over us, to rouse the southern
people to a revolution which would throw off the bonds
of the Union. It is well known and proudly admitted,
thnt had that dig been hoisted over the Capuol of the
United States, under the open proclamations of the election,I for one would have waited for no other " overt
act" of aggression or upprossion ; but I was, therefore,
the more anxious to secure a democratic triumph, to pre
vent revolution and to preserve the Union. This separatedmc from the extremists S^uth.1 doubt whether they would all have followed me to
the lengths Jj-ould have gone had cause for revolution
been given ; nut whilst I waj for warding off cxtreitae issuesby electing a conservative democrat, who could unite
all patriots and save the Unkrn, they, a small and very exclusiveclique, were for driving us upon revolution.reluctantlysupported the democratic nominee, and at heart
were disappointed at the democratic triumph which saved
us tYom nil " last extremities." The horse and the ridei
of black-republicanism were overthrown, but in the generalrejoicing there was no shout from the hearts of the
reclusive extremists. They, however honest, were sail, and

i their countenances were dark and dismal in the midst of
general congratulations and sin Lies that the national democracyhad saved our countiy once more from extreme
peril.

.Soon after the election of President, and during all of
lir.t winter and spring, that which was at first a whisper
became more and more audible, until it broke out into a
loud and openly uttering voice."that there was a plot
to supplant Mr. Hunter In the Senate by Governor Wise
aud his friends." Knowing that there was no foundationfor this in aught I had said or done, or authorized to
be mid or done, and the hypothesis presenting itself that
there might be enemies of laith Mr. Hunter and myself
who were trying to sow tares between us for their own
elfish and sinister ends, J still averted my mind from
other definite conclusions reflecting the authors and the
motives of those reports, and continued to remain silent.
But the time came for the organization of Mr. Buchanan's
cabinet. It was arranged by himself, to his own liking,
on his own responsibility, to suit his own confidential relationsin office, and was composed of a majority of southernmen, of all sections of southom democracy, preferringno clique, and of a caste designed to harmonize all

( elements In the jiarty, North and South, East and West.
It was organized on the national platform of the CincinnatiConvention As the head and representative of the
party, be generalized ns well as he could the personnel and
material of the omit democrat!/of the I'niteA Sit*/*. TKI-

!wiui what a Prtnd/nl of On Vwlmi SUittt should hare
endeavored to do.* It might not please all, individually
or aectionally, but it waB/w all and not /or a ;<art. And
tlx} |Mt mam of the party was well content and generallyacquiesced iu the organisation. But the Pfarident
had hardly been inaugurated, had but just taken his seat,
had said nothing and done nothing, liesides his Inauguraladdre«« and wleetffin of his eabinet, defining or indicating
a policy.had not been In office sixty days.not thirty.'when a jnorttpim o/ijvmtion raised a <|uill at rvtry point ofpolity and at torry man o," prrtonnnl in thr adrninutratnn, and

Ilk' ottnrpt toni niadr la damn tkt irhalr damacratir parly at thr
Avrth, and ratty nnilKnn mail who triirtnd thrm, inlh donU or
dirtrnul or tmt-npokrn dtnuncnition. An affiliated press was
found organized from llichmond to New Orleans, yldch
op'iMil Its lotteries of sweeping, rancorons, and vindict-

I I
uet. and especially certain mathum members -misgiving 1

us to the foreign, and exciting suspicion >a to the home I

policy.warning' against iiua^inaiy evils. doubting the 1
good faith of Homo friend*.disparaging others not <

sparing the President himself.and etptcully dmouncmy a <

national demonrucy. And all this \riu begun and published,
too, before (hoc Wulker woe ever tent to Ktmtat H'e were to

bt b^rayed b^foi t let tern betrayed ! The northern democracy
J were not to bt retuJ on The PrctideiU himeelf vai of that if-
mocruey I 1
Now, gentlemen, priur to tire campaign of 1856 there

were but two lines of bectional division in the United
State*.the Mason and Dixon and the Mibsouri-Compro-
nose lines. They were geographical partly in their chat octcr,and were well defined and understood. Many evils
growing out of them liad been in the past, and could be
in tho future, guarded against. But hi 1856 another and
more ominous line was disclosed obliterating all others.
It was not defined upon the earth, but, revealing itself by
what sailors call a ''Sun Dog" in tho Kast, it awed
superstition like an angry collict portending evil, and
shot a dull black-and-white gloom looming through the
mints of the Arctic iceberg, striking from over Old England
by tho Newfoundland banks, cutting oft all Now England
and New York, and passing midway through Peunsylva-
nia, Ohio, Iudiuua, Illinois, and indefinitely westward.
All north of that lino was blach-rrpublican, and all south of
it was what win called Egypt.
What did tills mean ? What portend F Why, It was

a sign in the very heavens of the wisdom of Washington's
Farewell Address.to betntre <f foreign influence and sectional
drift. The constant commercial and social intercourse of
New England and New York with Old England, and the
immediate neighborhood of the lake border with Canada,
had let in the wolf of English feeling and prejudice and
social habit and fanaticism and influence into cur fold
ngwlnst the institution* of the whole United State* as establishedby our constitutions of government. It Is tho
most insidious foe which has ever invaded our country.
It is English Influence, operating socially, undermining
our institutions, and threatening our peace und safety,
bound im In the cords of our national Union. In this
hemic it in this nation.this whole nation.our nation against
its old enemy, English influence. And who met that intlnenooand backed it from oil" our nation'# noil, past tlio
Mason und Dixon and jarst the Missouri Hue, a# far north
as the "Sun-Dog" line, which divided black repMicana
from Egypt f It was democracy.northern democracy.
national democracy ! The same true sort of patriotic
Americanism.of Brother Jon&thunism.which fought at
Erie and PlatUburg and Lundy's Lane, and drove John
Bull bock into Canada That is the sort of nationalityI love and cherish, as I love and honor my country.mywhole country. With true devotion, in the
midst of non-slaveholding passion# and prejudices.with
no tic# or associations of their own with slavery, except
national.with fanaticism thundering church anathemas
and excommunication over their heads.they, the northern
democracy, whether in majorities or proscribed minorities,
with strong nerves, with steady and unwavering faith,
taxed themselves with heavy contributions, and raised the
national flag of protection over our constitution of government.overour property of every sort, over good faith
among meu, over State rights and State equality, over

popular self-government, over the States separately and
united, over the United States.anil battled for us and
for all, and drove back tlio insidious and foreign foe to
the Sun-Dog line, where it yet gloomH in defeat. Nrdjiing
is so fatally sure to kindle the pale and sickly beam of
that "blue light" line of sectionalism into a lurid flame
of fire to devour our country as for southern democracy
to doubt, distrust, or denounco northern democracy after
6uch noble sacrifices as those they made In the campaign
of 185t>. The southern democracy nevor has done this,
and never will, until nationality, in the rente of Amenean patriotismand deeotion to the Union yf the. American States, censes
to burn in American bosoms everywhere, North and
South.

Nationality, in opposition to democracy or State rights,
I oppose. I oppose all that sort offederal nationality which
would consolidate us into one centralized dcsjmtism. I loathe
that sort of nationality which proposes and adopts compromisesof any sort, of the constitution or for the constitution. But
tire nationality of democracy, which supports and defends
the constitution and its strict construction, winch maintainsState rights and State equality, and keeps the faith
of compacts, which guards the Union and the country
against foreign and domestic foes, I honor and cherish ami
glory in ! And this is-the national democracy which thin
opposition, oj>cnly developed as early as April lust in the
South, assails. If this be stricken down, what have we
to rely on or to ally with in the North f And yet it was
to strike at this it was to follow up, not to lx-gin the
Mows, that the moment a governor was sent to Kernels,
and ho moved in hiB office, hit sjteeches were seir.ed or as a

pretext to assail the northern democracy and the administrationand its friends. Destroy confidence in these,
and then the riot of ruin would begin. It was then that
conservative democrats began to nslg "I* imposition
or not f If this be tchat it called the backing if friends, tchid it
the o/position of foe* f It Ihi* opposition dangerous or not t
Whose is it ! W ho jure responsiblefor it T Who backs itf
Whence dots it come ?.to tchat tejid T It was no time to
strip and dally with the minor matter of Mr. Walker's
stump speeches.delivered with what motive, to what
end.pro or con slavery.jvith good or bad design, no
one could fairly decide, without knowing all the surroundingcircumstances and difficulties in which he was involved.He had been a Mississippi senator. He had been
honored and trusted by the South. He had done more
for the annexation of Texas than any southern senator.
He had boon Secretary of the Treasury under a southern
President, and had done more for free-trade than any man
before or since his time in the cabinet. Surely (lie Presidentcould trust him not to lietray the South which he
ha/1 thus scrvod, and which had thus honored nud trustelhim, and not to betray the North, which t.ad borne
him. And he Is an ablo and sagacious man, too, whose
talents might bo trusted to form the best judgment on tho
Ejiut as to the best end most politic movements. But
whether he acted wisely or foolishly, sagaciously or had
blundered, or his intentions were good or bad, his acts
and motives were nothing compared uith the ireighticr matters
of the country involved in this sudden and insidious vpjiosttion,
which gave no time for developments, or for dispassionate
examination and proof, or even for just condemnation of
him. if he had done wrong, but liegan a hot and heavy
war upon him as a conupt ' satrap," a felon traitor!
This could not hut reflect upon the administration and
the party which appointed and retained him in.place.
It was not, ingenuous to pretend to discriminate between
the "President and the governor of the Territorx" "Like
tnnn, like master." If be was this criminal, Mr. Buchananwas liound to know it; and if he knew it, he was
no better, but rather worse, than Oovemor Walker. This
reasoning this opposition knew would seize on the public
mind, and would, If uncontradicted, impair confldcuoe in
the administration. It was making an adverse impressiourapidly, when the "Enquirer" interposed with its
trenchant pen, as of old, and arrested the rush pf the
charge on Durational democracy and its representatives
in power. It took up the inquiry: "Is not this rank
hostility 1 Is not this a prepared and premature oppositionbeforo the administration hoe begun its course.beforeit has met its flint Congress, or sent its first message ?
What does it mean .' Whose is it? Who backs it?'' I
thank the "Enqnirer" for that blow. The ahadc of tho
Old Napoleon of tho press smiled in his parental hoveringover the "Enquirer" when that sturdy blow fell in
its stroke for his darling democracy. In my inmost heart
I felt right well when that brave blow was struck. It
was brave and hold to strike it; for the public printing,
as well as the senntorship, was at stake, it seems. The
activity in the elections last spring looked not only to
tiie lnenmbcncy of Mr. Hunter, but to the incumbency of
the "Enquirer," too ; and, doubtless, to all tho great interest*involved. The "Enquirer," assuredly, has saved
the democracy of Virginia from being involved in this
porcupine opposition.

All this time it was not known whether Mr. Hunter
took any part in this opposition, though many of his
most active partisans did ; and iienoe it was suspected
that if he was not a participant in it he was to bo the
beneficiary of it, if It should succeed. Certain it is that
what was at first rumor and surmise about my alleged
design to contest with him his seat in the Senate was
turned at last into a taunt to mo and tnv frirnds. "'Run,
1/ t/o<. clirr, you cannot bed! Mr. Hunter. '' It wag vain to reply: " I do tint dcirc to boot him." 'Flic taunt came back :
" You do, or yon do not desire to boat him. If you do, ire are
taking the steps Us defeat yon ; and, if i/ou don't, you trill be defeatedany hate. In either event it iritl be seemingly manifest that
he u etronger in Virginia than you are." It was ageless to
protect that there wan no desire to impair his strength.
an fasue with him was seemingly prepared to btforeed upon
me, knowing that ho wag wife in incumbency, and that !
there could, perhaps, be no issue joined except a personal
one. When, therefore, my friends demanded of me to
meet the deforce, I positively declined to do so un-
loss Mr. Hunter should avow that he was of this oppo-sitlon and lmcked it, took its responsibility and teniiered
its issues against the administration and the national dc-
mocrncy. I had no issue irith him unless he had an ietue tctlh I
them. If he. had, I was rends/ to cross steortls with him; not oth- 1
enrise. I was not willing to part from him and yield him
up to the extremists who were endeavoring to claim his t
authority, mid exdusiiely to appropriate his re-eleetion to the 1
Senate at a trqpijih to themselves He ltns come out, and his i
letters arc open to the fair Interpretation of nil. I think I
their meaning Is, that he does not express any warm or t
strong eontUenee in the adminf tuition ; that he does not I

wish to be understood as being one of its especial friends
>r partisan* but that he does Wmn t/ie ojponHon to it,
!>y Mtying that he " hope* "ltd expects to be able to support the
idministration in the mam." Now, "hope" is made up of
itsirt, afiianct, and expectation. lie dealre*, then, and doubly
expects, to be able to nuppct the administration in the
main. And thia being so, he cannot, of course, dealru or

expect the op; >0*ition thereto to succeed. Saying that he
know* of no practical tests at this time which will bring
him into collision with the administration, he distinctly
disclaims, for aught he can see at present, both the intent
or will and the spirit or purpose of the opposition. He,
in a word, ignores rcsjxmsibility for thiB opposition which
has risen so suddenly and which is so sweeping in the
South. With this declaration of hie, to understood, I have no

issue with Mr. Hunter.
It is true tliat he teems to be opposed to the submission

of the constitution of Kansas by her convention to the
buna fide inhabitants and legal voters of that Territory. lle
takes the ground that if the people are silent about the
power of the convention in thin respect .that if the conventionwas not expressly restrained from proclaiming what-
ever form they adopt as the constitution of the Statu-
then they have the power so to proclaim It, and to Kcnd it
to Congress without submitting it to the people. 1 know
that there are precedents for this exercise of power by
conventions, but the precedents are in their inception ex-

ceptionablu cases, and the doctrine which upholds them
is, in my humble opinion, anti-democratic. The true
doctrine is, that the powers not delegated by the people are re-
strved to them. They may grant such a power to the convention; but if not granted, it is reserved that a constitution,formed and proposed by a convention, which is but
a representative body, shall be submitted to the people,
who ulone arc sovereign. The convention to form a con-
stitution is not sovereign or supreme. The act of making
a State is the highest act of sovereign power, and is the
net of humanity, next highest to thnt of Deity, in making
n being of any sort. The act it no less than to create a sovereigntyiiselj'. As a democratic republican, then, I would
never Relegate conventional powers to any body of agents
to create a State without requiring them to submit the
act to their principals. the people. Ill 177G an unauthorizedbody of patriots assembled at Williamsburg, constitutedthemselves a convention, and formed find proclaimeda constitution for Virginia, without submitting
it to the votes of the colonists. But revolution began in
that way. There was no time and no opportunity to poll
votes in a moment of rebellion under the domination
of British arms.

The masses never did make a revolution, never can and
never will. A devoted and self-sacrificing few must ever

take the initiative, and lead tire first movements of resistance.It required a Patrick Henry to seize the powder of
the old magazine, and the convention of 1776 snatched
liberty for the peoplfc, rather than a constitution from them.
In such tiroeB inttr anna eilent leges, lire sttlus poyuli was

then the plea and thejustification. But what does the talus
poptli call for In piping times of peace, when there arc
none to make us afraid at the polls of a republic ? Why
a very different rule and order of proceeding when thore
is time and j^aco and opportunity of consulting the sovereignpeople themselves, protected in their assemblies
and votes ? Accordingly, when Virginia formed a constitutiona second time in 1829-'30,- aud a third time in
1850-'51, the form adopted by the convention was in both
instances submitted to tho legal voters.-aye, more,
to the new voters created by the new form before itself was adopted.
That the people shall, of right, judge for themselves, at
the polls, of their own organic law, unless they expressly
authorize agents to make and to adopt a constitution
fur them, is a principle fofwhich, as a member of the
lost convention of Virginia, I would have contender!
as strenuously as I did for any other principle of popularsovereignty or of self-government. There was
no such authority delegated by the people to the coriitntionof Kansas. Yet, if, upon precedent, the convention
of Kansas adopts a republican form of State government,
and reports it to Congress without submitting it to the
people, I ugree with Mr. Hunter in accepting it and votingto receive Kansas as a State, slave or free, into the
Union. And why I Because, first, o'f precedent; and
secondly, whether it be accepted or rejected, it has to be
submitted or is subject at last, in either event, to the popularwill. If a majority do not approve gf the constitution,they may organize another convention immediately,
and adopt any republican form, after they are once a

State, without submitting it at all to Congress. The question
now is, then, not whether Congress should adopt or reject
the constitution of Kansas, submitted to the popular vote
or not, but whether it ocgiit not to bk siumittkd to tub
TKOI'LB IlBl'ORE IT IS St BMlTTBD TO CONUOESS ? Which is the
I letter jiolicy for the pro slavery party to pursue.to submitthe constitution at once to the people- and have an
en<l of the agitation, or to continue the shrieks for freedoma while longer ? If n majority of the legal voters
are opposed to the plan of government proposed by the
convention, their voice* ought to prevail; h constitutionalform ought not to be iinpoeed upon theni, and cannot be Imt
for a day, and their sovereign power ought not to
be snatched nwuy from them, even for 6 moment.
If Congress should aid and abet a convention in
doino so, would not conuress be intervening against
non-intervention? And if a majority is in favor of
the form proposed, they will prevail, and the controversywill end. If strict impartiality, justice, and
fairness are observed, the people will not lie incensed
but if a minority shall abuse tiie adventitious advantage
of an organized convention to send their constitution to
Congress without lirst submitting it to the people, tliey
will bo goaded by indignation to acts of violence, they
will tear the constitution into tatters and trample it into
the dust, and upbraid the pro-slavery party with a willingnessand an attempt to rule per jhe ant tie/at, and
they will organize more stringently, doubtless, against
slavery than they would ever have done at first. Again :
if the constitution be submitted to them first, it must be
submitted to Congress afterwards, to sec that its provisionsarc republican, and it must pass in review of the
representatives in Congress as well as in the Territory.
But if not submitted to the people in the first instance,
and Congress accept* it, and then the people of Kansas
change and adopt another, and, it may be, a worse constitution,tills latter will not have to be, and will not bo
submitted to Congress at all. Aiming, then, at the
same cud, to protect the equal rights of slaveholders, and
to end the excitement and strife soonest and safest, which ie
the better policy.to appeal to the people at once, in a peaceful,fair, and just mode, or to be obliged at last to abide by
their anger and resentment, after impairing our- own
moral attitude before the country f Are wc not in dangerof having our attitude impaired by another question
which has arisen since Mr. Hunter's letters were written?
If Gov. Walker did not go behind the returns which he
proclaims were "fraudulent and simulated" on their
face--and whether they were so or not we have as yet
no means of determining.which were no returns ; in a

word, if this be true, be did right, of course, in disregardingand setting thein aside. He usurped no authority,if his report be true, and but did his duty in repudiatingfraud upon THE ELECTIVE FRANCHISE, Riid in ppumillg
the insult which demanded that he should give it his officialsanction and countenance. An executive lias no judicialor legislative power, and must not dare to usurp
either but it is something more than merely ministerial
authority, and h..s the right of protecting itself from fraud
and imposition. The ministerial officer even has that power.mms were made to preserve the substance of justice
and truth, not to aid fraud and imposture, and falsehood
and injustice. Slaveholders and the people of slaveboldingStates are too high in their moral tone to consent to
owe the establishment of slavery anywhere to means like
these. And yet some of the sublime oppositionists who
profess to despise treachery in Governor Walker in this
ngc of lawlessness and violence, do not hesitate to array
expediency against justice, and to arraign a governor of a

Territory because he dared to refuse to bo partitept criminisin what he knew to be a gross and patent fraud 1 Mr.
Hunter, I am sure, will not endorse or countenance such
immorality as this. And a difference on the other points,
where wc do not agree, shall not divide me from him. He
is eminently right in one particular : that Congress has
no light to prescribe the elective franchise for the voters
of Kansas on the adoption of their constitution. The
bona fide tnhaMUmu, by tlieir legislature or convention,,
most prescribe that for themselves. By this I am far
from reflecting upon the Rockingham resolutions for I
undershind thein to mean and to express the same thing.
I know not by whom, or where, they were written ;
heard not of the meeting before it was held, and the resolutionswere published some days before I saw them or
knew of them ; but, judging from themselves alone, they
seem to me to agree with Mr. Hunter in contravening the
idea* which were Rt that started by his own friends, that
only a particular clou of voter*, at fret defined by act of CtmjrrM,were to be allowed to decide upon the adoption of
the constitution, if submitted to the people. Mr. Hunter
takes ground with the "Enquirer" from the start on that
point, though, I think, he had no occasion to take it in
(initiating the Rockingham resolutions, which don't controvertit all, bnt, on the contrary, contend for the principleof the Kansas bill itself.that the fienple miut be left to
rovem thnnielor*, without the Intervention of Congress or

my other power.
When Governor Walker's nomination shall lie made to

lie Sennle ni the United States, if made at all, it will go
tefore Mr. Hunter as one of the senators who are to try
ts fitness and proprioty. And if, upon a full and fair eliminationof his course and conduct in Kansas, be finds
hat the governor has exceeded his authority, has vioatAlhis oath of office or his duty In office, or has bctray

#

I
ed the high ami sawd trust leposed In lilin to nee the 1

laws, and especially the Kansas bill, faithfully executed,
and to see that iJl the ]<eoplc from all sections were alike
equally and impartially protected, theh Mr. Hunter will
be toprebenaible) indeed, if he rtoea not vote to reject hiit
noininatioii, aud to rebuke the raid-administration If
Governor Walker ban really attempted to dictate to and
to threaten the convention or the people of Kansas, in
any form or to any extent, he deserves the aeverest rep- tj
rehensiun. But before he ia coudemucd he ought to be
heard by liio judys, who are to ait officially upon his acts. '

if I am not greatly mistaken in the ability atrd motives .
of the man, he may be able to ahow that the very words
of his apeech, quoted by Mr. Hunter, are capable of a far 8

different meaning, and are anything hut unfriendly to h
the South or to slavery. He may have meant to throw a
upon Topeka purtiiiana Hie responsibility of not voting,
so that if u pro-slavery constitution should he sent to a

Congress, the plea could not be put up that the people e
were not implored to vote and decide the issue for themselves.And, instead of meaning to dictate or to threaten, c

lxis very words quoted may have meant simply to remind t]
'he antveniam that itubr work wa* to be submitted to a body.Oon- .
</re*i.it'hiek had solemnly settled the principle Oust the rtorut of
the Territory uric to adopt or reject their cwil institutions for "

themselves, without into vrntuju from any quarter. This may p
have been, and seems to have been, au awkward way of

u
conveying the meaning, us it 1b so easily misundci stood ;
but if that turns out to be the true meaning, Mr. Hunter V
might find be bad mistaken a friend for a foe. But, sura- j,
ly, it Is not expected of Mr. Hauter or myself, at this dia-
tanee, with total want of correct information as to his F
motives or measures, to condemn the governor of Kansas t
with n purpose prcjH'nsc to reflect on the administration, (
and to damn all who honestly doubt, and defer judgment
to a fair hearing. I know Mr. Walker very well, and C
have Been his nerve tried. I would prefer that he had c
acted iu his office lather than have made speeches on the stump,
but he will in due time.I suppose, merely, for I am not 8

informed of Ids intentions.make his defence, and then j
we shall know better how to find our verdicts. If he be t

guilty, as charged, I shall join strongly in his condemnation.And if I find hiin void of offence, clear in his rfficr, c

1 will ionpond ' 'not ymlty,'' without fear, favor, or affee- e
tlon, so help me when I ask for justice, in spite of all polttlcalclamor, though I shall stand alone on the panel. '

I have been too long triod in my truth to the South and I
to slavery to fear any false imputation upon my motives, x
though my judgment in the caso may bo erroneous when
rendered. It is not rendered vet.

' c

So, then, these points being, though material, open, c
some of them to a fair difference of opinion, aud others r
to further investigation and proof )<%nd Mr. Hunter disclaimingthe spirit and purpose of opposition, by expressing f
the desire and expectation to be able to support the administrationin the main, I make no issue with him; and,
with my understanding of his podges, I cannot allow my 1
name to distract aud divide the Virginia democracy in t
opposition to his re-election. I con have no personal is- ,

sue witli Mr. Hunter; our relations linve ever been to#
friendly to udinit of any other acts on my part than those '

of kindness. He is an eminently able and long-expe- i
lienced statesman, and cannot be well spared by the democracyof tlio State as long as he desires and expects to
support the party which it so triumphantly put into pow- t
i r against the foes of tlio South. And the South needs, t
at this time especially, to be united, and cannot afford a
division 011 immaterial or personal Issues. Whether there
l>e a disposition to sacrifice me or not I am ready to be e
mode a victim, if it will unite the South, bind to our af- .

foction imd confidence tlio true jiatriots of the North, defendthe constitution and State rights, preserve the Union, 1

and keep the peace of the country in the bonds only of d
an equal and amicable confederacy. (You say right in saying that I am not responsible for
the editorials of the Ei'iquirer, nor is the Enquirer rcspon- c

sible for my opinions or course. No paper has been au- r
thorizetl to speak for me on the subject of this letter. I .

have organized no presses, and I have exacted or asked 1

for no pledges of candidates for seats in the legislature, t
Much that I have seen in your paper I do, and some things £
1 do not upprove. Some of your editorials have rather
too sweepiugly denounced "secessionists" and "fire- a

eaters." You have explained whom you meant, but I \
wish you bad called other names than those with which
your humble servant himself has ever been denounced.
1 am ono of those who believe in the rightful remedy of 8
u separation from the confederacy whenever the exercise q
of that State right is demanded by good and sufficient
cause, and, if the exercise of that right is not peaceably '

permitted, it may be enforced by the appeal to arms. \
Tho Karcwell Address of Washington is the old, and the ^Virginia resolutions of '98-'99 are the new testament of
my political faith. 1 will maintain the Union to the last c

extremity, and fight for it to the last inch of ground left H
to stand on ; but when there is no other alternative but
subjugation or dishonor, from either palpable infractions
of the constitution or from intolerable oppression under t
its forms, I care not which, I will, if I must, fight out of j,
the Union, if I can. "If that lie treason, make the most p
of it." i,

Mr. Buchanan and bin administration have my most t
cordial confidence, and 1 shall support them so long as
they do no more wrong than they have as yet perpetrated.
But I will not pledge my support blindly and implicitly, g
without exception, and I require 110 such pledge from Mr. pHunter.

In conclusion, let me aver that I do not detire a teat in v

Hie Senate of lite Unital Stales, and if / did I would net detire c
it at Mr. Hunter'1 expentr. I trust that he and his friends ±

do not desire his re-election at my expense, and that In
future I may be relieved from the penalty of being deemed ^
his rival for that place. c
Whether the legislature will make the election this

niminir WKHion. or iwWnnm* it, to a. tima nrnrpr fht> *

nation of the six years of the present term, it does not j
become me to speak. They will decide that question in ^their own way and time without my presuming to interfere.T
Having as fully responded as my severe labors will al- c

low just at this time, I hojie to be allowed to work on,
undisturbed in future by any. controversy respecting a
seat in the Senate of the United States iuvolving the name

of Yours, truly,
HENRY A. WISE. £

cDeath or $ Great Millionaire..The. London Times
of the 2d inst. contains a long biographical notice of one 8
of the "merchant princes" of the gTeat metropolis, who r
has hod most extensive relations with this country. Mr.
James Morrison, the eminent millionaire in question, ,died at his scut, Basildon l'ark, on the 30th ult., aged
68, and worth 820,000,000, a considerable portion cf 0which, as stated by the 'limes, is Invest xl in the United gStates, and so well invested, too, that it suffers no diml- rjnution by tho present commercial difficulties. We believe cthat it was Mr. Morrison who had a suit with the DryDockBank in New York somo years since. He went to ,
London a poor l>oy, and l.ud the foundation of his great afuture by engaging in the dry gixxls trade, in which he i,
van the tirst to introduce the principle of selling at a small' ,

profit to increase the amouut of his sales. He afterwards r

invested largely in lands, and owned large estates in severalEnglish counties and also in Scotland. He was .

many years in Parliament, and was always a liberal in politics;he was author of a work on the defects of English sys- .

tern of railway legislation, and in 1848 a volume waa
published by Longman containing a selection from his v

Parliamentary speech'*. He was n self-educated man,
but he possessed a refined taste in literature and art, and
had collected a remarkably rich library and a noble gal* J.lery of paintings. He was one of the noblea of England 0who inherited neither a name nor a fortune, nor was indcht-

Qed for any of his distinctions to the crown or the people. ^
The following States will unite in observing the 26th ''

day of November as a day of thanksgiving, in accord- "

ance with the appointment made by their several executives;
New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Ilhodc Island, Con-

necticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Dela-
ware, Maryland, North Carolina, Tennessee, Kentucky,
Ohio, Illinoia, Indiana, Michigan, Wisconsin, Iowa, and
Texua.

Maine, South Carolina, and Mississippi observe the ft
19th of this month, and Vermont the 3d of Dt<oember. tl

In the city of Washington the 26th of this month has d
lieen designated as a day of thanksgiving. } a

Josiuh Bradlee, esq., the oldest living Boston merchant,
contemplates to retire from business in February next,
The Herald of that city says "Mr. Bradlee, we learn, I
commenced business in this city on the 1st of September, 01799, eight years more than IiaII'a century ago. The
first set of books lie opened still preserved with care v

contains the unpretending entry ' Cash capital paid In,
».Xiu. KT iKTKCvrrnnoc and unflinching devotion to business,that small capital wan augmented year by year, r
increased by smnll gains at brut, bat gradually growing j,linger, until the merchant with small beginning* and
humble expectations and unblemished honor now ranks
among the millionaire* oi Boeton."

!

'lire Barnwell (8. 0.) Sentinel says: "A rnttlonnake t
six feet eight inches in length, end weighing nine Iba.,
wa* killed near the residence of Mr. John J. Folk, in this ''
district, a few days since. We learn that it* akin haa c
Won staffed, and that it took fire quarts of bran to stuff
it. Many of our renders will doubt this snake story, and,
as seeing is believing, we hope Mr. Folk will bring it tip, e
and among other curiosities we wijl exhibit It."' 1
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KANSAS AND HKK CONSTITUTION.
We published on yesterday the result of the

ion of the Kansas convention, and accoiupanir
ith the expression of our gratification on this

pibious conclusion of an angry and tliroateninj
ue. In this feeling we are couhdent that we t

ave the cordial sympathy of national democ
nd conservative men throughout the Uuion.
re gratified, because it will allay sectional strife
xcitement ; because we see iu the actiou of
onvention the vindication of the great principl
he Kansas bill, which submitted the qUestioi
lavery to the decision of a majority of the bona
['.habitants of the Territory. In submitting to

ieople the question, whether Kansas shall be a

r a slave State, the convention has responded to

iolicy so urgently pressed by Gov. Walker, and
ibits the gratifying fact that upon this great pr
ile there is a cordial concurrence between him
he people of Kansas, as represented iu that con

ion. Again wo tender to the administration
»ov. Walker.the people of Kausas and of the w

ountry.our heartfelt congratulations upon
ignol triumph of principle over prejudice. Wc
oico not bocuuse Kansas is to bo a slave or a

Itate, but because the people of Kansas arete

ide for themselves, through their own fairly-expi
id will, what shall bo the future character of t
itate. The destiny of Kansas is to he decided by
jallot-box, not the cartridgc-box; by her own

ens, not by foreign influences ; and when that
lision shall be thus pronounced, it will coinmanb
:ordial acquiescence and approval of good men

ywliere, whether it be to make Kansas a slave
ree State.
Tlio effort already being made to prejudice

mblic mind against tlio action of the conventior
he fallacious charge that they had provided
irovisional government, and thus superseded
erritorial government now in existence, will fa
ts object. No such attempt has been made,
ionvention provided that the election on the a

ion of the constitution should be conducted b
iwn officers. Tlio reason is a manifest one.

orm in which their constitution is to be prci
in lo congress aepenus upon iiie vine w

;iveu by the people, and the duty is imp
ipon their own chosen organ to nee that it shal
lone in conformity to their directions. This »

inusual; and, as it docs not in the slightest ma
conflict with the operation of the territorial gov
oont, cannot in any sense be regarded as supersc
t. It is to be regretted that there should bo
nore factious opposition to the action of the Ka
onvention. Instead of looking for new difficu
,nd troubles with which to inflame the public 111

vo should all unite in mutual congratulations
u angry and alarming issuo has found its pea<
olution in the vindication of a great princ
liose who would have forced upon the peop
Causae either a slave or a free State, against
vill of her people, will bo disappointed in th<
ult; but all who aro willing that Kansas should
ide for herself the question of slavery will comn
>nd approve the action of her convention.

In the representative branch of the Tennessee leg
urf, on Tuesday last, Mr. Mancy introd need a rcsoli
u*tiuct ing the senators and requesting repreaentativ
Congress from Tennessee to induce the (Hissagc of c

11 Congress taxing bank bills of a less denomination
wenty-fivc dollars..Charlctton Mercury.
We have cojitendod, and some of the most di

;uishod democrats in the eoiuitry have long n

ained, that the chartering of banks by St;
vith the power to issue notes or bills of credit,
lcar and direct violation of a specific provisie
he federal constitution. If Congress should cor

vitli Mr. Maney's wishes, and the wishes of the
onsiderable number who think and who arc dispi
o act with him, they would be rocognising not

>ly an unconstitutional currency, but a curr<

vliich owes its dangerous existence to the immu
vhioh has attended and followed a violation of
onstitution.

CAPTURE OF SLAVERS.

Barque Ida, Captain Tufts, from Sierra L
ieptember 21, for Boston, put into Tarpaulin (
n Saturday. The Salem (Massachusetts) Regi
;ives the following summary of news by thb
ival :

"The Liberia Herald has been discontinued for
rant of sufficient support.
" There has been a great deal of sickness at Accra,

f the residents having (suffered. Mr. Augustus Am
well-known resident, died there on the 3 let of Auj
Tie commandant had also been very 111, but wa

overing.
"The Erupcror of the French is accused of rcvi

he slave trade, by contracting with the house of K
t Marseilles, who have a factory at Whydali, snd t

ug the titella screw-steamer to Whydali to purr
,200 slaves, ship them on board and call thein free
grants.

An American brigautiue, the Eliza Jane, was bro
nto port on the 10th, having been captured on the
f August by a boat of her Majesty's ship Aleoto, ofl
umbs, carrying the usual equipments for the slave ti
ud two slaves. Several other vessels are report
lave been captured and on their way to the colony, ar
rhiclr were a Spanish barque taken near Wliydah on

ilcion, and the brig William Clark, American, wit
olors or papers, with £700 or £000 in money ; n scti
r taken in the Bights with 190 slaves ; and a brig t
ff Cabenda, the captain and greater part of the
aving previously abandoned her, carrying with th<
wgc amount of money. A Spanish schooner and b«
re also reported to have been captured off Benguels
uken into Loando. A canoe with upwards of
laves had aiso been taken, after some resistance,
rought into port."

EX-PRESIDENT PIERCE
The Boston Post of Tuesday says :

" Ex-President and Mrs. Pierce are in this city en

it Norfolk, Virginia, to embark for Madeira on I
ho United States steam frigate Powhatan, which 1
ent Buchanan has for that purpose so courteously p]
t the disposal of his predecessor in office. They rei

rlth their friends in Boston till Thursday morning."
Sir William Gore Ousclny, special minister

Ireat Britain to Central America, Senator Tliou
f New Jerse3', and Hon. Mr. Savage, of Tetmoi
rerc among the arrivals in this city last evening
The St. Louis Democrat says thai Marcus J.

ott, delegate to Congress from Kansas, has recei
is certificate of election.

The concert given by Mimt Juliana May a low

inga since, and which was received with nucl
ounded applause, will, by general deeire, be
rated to-night at Caruai's Saloon, flee tho!
olnmn for further particiilara.
The will of the late Mrs. Dr. Hush, of Plftladelpli!

fleet makes her husband her sole and abeolnte log
'he i-state is estimated at one million dollars

j FRENCH CUSTOMS CHANttES
lu the summary of foreign uews given by the New

* York Herald a few days siucs, it is stated that the
Paris Mwiiiur publishes a decree ''admitting iat >

France, duty free, oertain descriptions of iron, copper,
ac- and steel, imported from foreign countries as raw

,d it material, and destined for re-exportation after havau.
ing been converted by French manufacturers into

^ j8. iron eliips or iron boats, machinery, or engines."
ihall This announcement, from its necessary brevity, or

rata perhaps rather "from the evils that" the telegraph
Wo ">* heir to," is calculated to mislead our merchants,
amj who have already availed themselves, to a large exthe

lent, o^the existing franchise of the French cus0

0f toms in regard to the articles designated, but which
t 0f franchise, instead of being continued or enlarge#by
fide tuo decree alluded to hi the Herald's summary, is rethe

stricted and at temiated by the terms of that decree
fr60 to an extent that must tuatorialJy check the exports*
tho tlon of such articles from the United States to French
ex_ ports. We purpose, thoreforo, briefly Jo explain the

inci- whole matter, complicated, as is almost everything
an(j conuocted with the French customs, though it be,
ven. and, in doing so, wo must necessarily np back at

least a year in the history of these imporrort, but alhole
Ino8t countless, decrees and ministerial orders changthis
'"&> modifying, or suspending, with a cspriciouness

. rf, exceedingly Gallic, the permanent tariff regulations
fro(J of the French Empire.
(je_ On the 17th Octobor, 1855, there was issned a deress-

cree' following is an extract: "Napohcir
'®on* grace of God and the will of the nntion,

, t}j0 Emperor of the French, to all, icc. We bar© decjtj_
creed, aud do decree, the following

d©."Aancnx I.
" For three years from the date of tlds present decree

0 lumber, wood for cabinet work, in logs or sawed, men
eve- than three decimetres [one decimetre equals very nearly
or a four inches] in thickness ; pig iron, her Iron, sheet iron,

and fashion pieces, (for ships,) copper, and sine, unmanufacturedhemp and flax, batchelled or nnhatchelled;
) the 'osln and tar ; tallow and other animal fats used in naval

. construction, shall be admitted free of duty on condition
' that tho importer, within a year after the importation,
for a ghm natUfactory proof tlmt m»1(1 articls* Lave )>cen dctl)0voted to the purpose above designated."
il of This liberal inoaaure was at once carried into efThe

,oct> aU(l l'l° range of its application was every day
dop- becoming more extensive. At the same time, how y

its ovor, strong remoustrauccs were made by the founThcdry proprietors against the free admission of sheet
jcnt- and other kiuds of iron. The decree which we

ho And noticed in the Herald's foreign summary is but
oaod the action, or rather the concession, of the govern|
ho luent to the demands of those .angry iron protcatants.

i not This decree is dated, also, October 17, and restricts
Ml,-r tho admission dnty free to bar iron, of which the

orn- bars shall exceed (the width multiplied by the thickding
ness) 158 millimetres, [one thousands millimetres

,.,y equal 39^ inches,] if the bars are Hat; 23 milnBnq
limetres and over, if tho bars are square; and

lties '5 millimetres and over in diameter, if the ban

lind, nro round. The decree of October 17, 1855, does

that not restrict to any determined class of French
;eful consumers tho benefits of this franchise j tho new

iplo. decree limits the privilege to naval constructors, or

le of 10 persons engaged in the manufacture of articles of

the equipment, rigging, kc., or necessary in the annament

3 ro_ and appointments of sea-going vessels. These re|
dv. strictions, to which others are also annexed, but of

tend A l®es important character, contract materially the
liberal scope of the decree of October 17, 1855.
Indeed, it is well known tlmt this decree was, to a

ition cor*a'n forced upon the government by the
C |n exigencies of the Eastern war, and it is no less a matilaw ter of regret with the more liberal party in France,
"lan who are opposed to the protective and restrictive

stin- poli°-V l'le'r government in its commercial legislalain-
t'011' ''lan with the friends of unshackled commerce

in this and other countries, that tho French governi-ment should eo back to tho" point from which it
lb u .

)n 0f started, under the most auspicious circumstances

nply and with the most beneficial results, two years ago.

very The importation of iron had taken an unprecedented
osed development under the decree thus so materially
Bjm. modified. |n 1855 the importation of bar iron was

,ncy only 14,000,000 kilogrammes, (about 31,500,000
pounds;) in 1P56 it exceeded 28,000,000 kilogramtjie
mes, (63,000,000 pounds.)
The French government has adopted another rarusure,which, unlike the above, indicates a more liberaldisposition. A law of July 5, 1836. allows,

sons a8 tj10 Belgian law of March 4, 1846, the admis-/OVesion, free of duty, of certain materials destined
IHler to be worked up iu France and thence re-exported
ar" in their new condition. By virtue of different decreesthe benefit of this principle w as extended to

cast-iron unmanufactured, destined to bo nmnnfacmost
tur®d into machinery, machines, Ac., and also to copadie,per iu plates, sheet-iron, fashion pieces, and other

KUst" iron destinod to he worked up iu the construction,
i refor expoi tation, of iron vessels, (ships,) steam boilviugers, Ac. By a decree, also, bearing date October 17,

1857, the imperial government has extended the ap
haneplication of these principles, not only to cast-iron unem"manufactured, but also to bar iron, of heavy site,

ught Ar|d steel in bars, provided they arc to be re-export24thed after having been manufactured in the French

rode" worh-shops into vessels or boats of iron, machines, ami
ed to their appointments, railroad appurtenances, or into any
nong (ititer branch of foreign or internal industry in metals.

hout thi the whole, * careful analysis of the decrees of
loon- October 17, 1857, as well as of others of prior date.
liken an(} . careful comparison of their dispositions with
crew , ... ,

'
,

.m a former or existing decrees, satisfy us that the inarch
irque of liberal principles in conuncrcial legislation, though
forty *'ww.wc needlessly cautious aud timid.
and iu, nevertheless, onward in France. The protectionists,however, dispute every inch of ground, and

yield, when defeated, with an exceedingly bodgrs'i
A dozen such enlightened champions of commercial

wit* reform and progress as Mr. Chevalier would soon do
Kiard for Frauce. what Bir Robert Peel did for England.
lured AFFAIRS IN YUGATAK.
main Tlie revolution or civil war in Vncstau still rages.

The Mexican Extraordinary says :

from " The troops of the governor, (D. l'untulcon Bsrrers.)
under the command of Colonels C'eprda awl Bagrielro,

' have attacked the sitlnirbs of Campeacfir, marking their
'see, way wun dkxmit (leva*. ud ine entrance ol uie iroojw i" u

one of three suburbs, a murdering Are of artillery vitli R
grape »hot awept the »treete. {wnetrating the building)' H

p.r. and killing innumarable innocent penton* wlio were on I
. the Ncene of action and unable to make a retreat into the H

1% city. Men, women, and children, without regard to age H
or sex, were t<acrificed either from the cannon or the bin- H
taiity of the aoldiery, who, wo are told, were allowed to II

eve- perpetrate the moat abominable deed* |»
t un-

" "lc other hand, the revolution!*t«, e»|«dally ol If
the ialand of Carpten, have retorted to equally beer roe#* I}

re" urea. They hare liberated eighty or one hundred of the IJ
local moat hardened criminal* confined in Laguna." ||

The name paper "learna from a very good aourcf Eg
that the revolutionist* have aent to a port in th' ||
United Statea money to pnrchaa« two or three vee-

acla-of-icar."


